A traditional Chitrali Farm
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e present Kho are a handsomc and ci:'_
~ dependent on their own resources and sk:llt, monly l'a
along the valleys.

‘The farms are freehold’ passed down from t‘ather to sol;s _J..*_.
occasional share of the harvest or stock to the married daughters, nd ‘the hm ‘

may be inherited by the youngest son if he is the ong to look aner‘ his AL
parents. :

The farms are intensely family affairs and it is unusual to sell laﬁé, bus
when this happens a man must offer the land firstly to neighbours owning the
adjoining fields, secondly to his brothers, thirdly to other p_qople in his village,
and lastly to outsiders. To sell land is rather shameful, particularly when it
has been in the family for serveral generations or has been sold to pay off debtn. -

Land belonging to the family can be thought of as the brithright of the owner’s
sons.

Koghozi is a village of about 180 houses (900 inhabitants) with a mosque,
school, shop and rest house. Here the farmers can harvest two crops a year
from their one or two acre holdings. The main crops are wheat and barley,
followed by maize and rice, with some beans and clover for fodder. Cattle,
sheep and goats. wander on the hillsides under the care of young shepherds.
Walnuts and apricots are abundant and we were lucky enough to come in the

" autumn when the hospitable villagers offered us handful of shelled nuts and
| dned apricots and mulberrics as we walked along.

. In the farmhouse which I visited; there lived the owner, who had buils ic
| himself eight years ago, and his family, consisting of two other men, five women
| and four children, while his brother, wife and child lived in the adjoining guest-
ks hmm All took a share in the running of the farm. The women “mwm

Ql’hc article has been extraeted from the amthor’'s article entitled Hm in Chi
and p hed in Archiuctural Anaciation Journnl London, vol a!;,Ne, m .,
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al st‘ones were set in the watcr to make a c
lnan:i‘tygngs_; re
'xvmg-s;;acc with its spmnmg whe f
N’f t
The transference of the ho!

m# kxng fr.om mdoors to out of doors in the sprmg is a special occasion.
g i

=1

An open shed contained the treddle for poundmg rice and a rack for
farm }mplements On the roof of this shed, as on the roof of the house and

__in the c‘rotchcs of the trees, maize stalks and fodder were stored out of reach
~ of the goats.

_ The inside of the house was as well arranged for its purpose as the
———courtyard. All the Kho houses which I visited, whether they had been built a

hundred years ago or were still under construction, followed the same plan.

The house has rough stone walls with no 'window_s and the only light is
from the door or the smoke hole in the roof. The floor is mainly earth, but the
hearth is of stone, and the space in front of it is boarded.

The roof is supported by five 6 in. x 6 in. stout deoder posts and eight
free-standing posts against the walls. These carry 7 in. X 7 in. beams and
over the outer parts of the house there are 5in. x 4 in. joists and wide boards.
But over the central =rea the beams form a diamond-shaped ceiling, stepped up
in four levels of about 6 in. each, culminating in the carved sides of thesquare

“smoke-hole. The vertical steps of this ceiling are sometimes decorated in
spring, when spring-cleaning takes place, with a floral pattern applied in --dry
flour. - ok
SN Grass or brushwoed is laid on the roof timbers ‘to preserve the wood’,
and this is covered with about nine inches of clay, rising to a mound around
the smoke-hule. Rafters project slightly outside the top of the walls aﬂd a rough 54
parapet is formed of flat stones at the edge of the clay roof. The ro gl‘gi&pu '
- to the back of the house where a wooden spout carries away ‘the ‘lnt“tle r%i:r{j%x&t

© falls. :

_— In wet weather a sort of three-legged table 24 ft, high udm@m?&}h. d
%bol‘ This comparatwcly large lmoke hole, about 14 in, square, v 8 :
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. Thedoor, which s only 5 fr. high, leads
¢hao nter
 is as far as the dog may come, and there is proverb which -

L e e 5! 4_31_

q’n-‘ i} i

space, where visitors or servants may enter without

in the Shohm, a fox will not come to the smoke-hole’. e i

At the‘ end is the ‘Shung’—a space witn a raised floor used for storage of :
wood and chickens. The shohm is divided from the central area of the house
bu the ‘Takhtabandi’, an 18 in. board which may be sat on but may not be
stepped over. The central area, surrounding the fire on three sides, and at the
lowest sitting level, is the <Perwano’ where boys of the household sit. If the
house is crowded, childern may have to sleecp here. Running ‘down each side
of the Perwano is the ‘Ben’, on one “side a passage, and on the other, an
additional sitting space. Beyound the Ben, on either side, is the ‘Nakh’ enclossd
by an 18 in. board and cut off from the Shohm and Shung by 5 ft. partitions
hung over with goat-hair ropes and tools. Each Nakh is filled with chaff or

siraw and covered with goat-hair rugs and bedding on which the family sleeps.

At the rear of the Perwano is the centre of the house-the ‘Didung’® or

hearth. It hasa step down to the stone hearth level, and a semi-circular niche

at the back. On either side nearest the fire sit the oldest people, including the
owner of the house, while the next step up, the ‘Didung-C)-Tek’, is occu]iied by
the mistress of the house who supervises the cooking an« distribution of food.
Here, or on the ¢Tek’ above, sit the other women and the cat.

The back portion of the house is the ‘Tek’ a space raised another step

used for preparing food and also for dancing and story-telling. As a bad

English workman will blame his _tools for shoddy work, so a bud Kho dancer
will excuse himself by saying “The Tek is sloping’. On the Tek, just behind
the hearth is the ‘Dodini’, a little clay mound or stone on which to set the lauipn
originally a pine-wood flare. Also on the Tek may stand chests for storin

family possessions and bins for flour and grain. In the old days rice.w“:
great luxury, especially for children; who uscd to say, ‘When theg: is rice f

supper the Tek looks more beautif g.‘l_:. A dresser stands at the end.‘ Qf- !h? T: |
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':rough store et in n,ud I Tar stablhscd b;.
f abeut 3 fi. “In districts where wocd is plenuful these ' lo
. apart. The walls are then plastu‘ed out: lde and . in,

T".'.fmnx«cd W1tn chopped straw.

"~ The main structural posts of the housc are callcd ‘Thoon T-hé
~* one at the back is the ‘Shero-Thoon’ or Lion’s Pillar, and in times of eaphh:'_

- the women will run and cling to this post. In one old house the post was
square, carved by adze wnh interlacing gcomctrlc patterns reminiscent of

dengns The bcams and posts are all tenoned togcther with no pegs.

from the outside.

We were shown proudly some br.;.ne hmges In a new housc which
'bcmg built, but the traditional door was of heavy vertical boarding, the
board being cut to form a pivot, set into sockcts in thc lintel and threshould.

None of the woodwmk had been stained but sm« ke and time had
hered it to a pleasant dark red-krown. The inherent decorative craftsmw

of the Kho people was apparent -in the simple moulding of shclf—cdgqg
fretwork on the lintel of the verandah and elsowhere, _ |

e v ‘I‘hmughout the house and the courtyard there was a sense of
'.“ ﬁl‘ity of every detail of plan and construction to its purpa e, thﬁh j
ol ‘ isﬁmim tgsaphut:cated Westcrn visitors. * 0
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